
Nate	MoodyAlea	Iacta	Est	("The	Die	is	Cast")
Commissioned	for	the	2025	Spokane	Youth	Symphony	Sensational	Summer	Camp



Program	Notes

The	phrase	"Alea	Iacta	Est",	Latin	for	"The	Die	is/has	been	cast",	is	most	often	attributed	to	Julius	Caesar	as	he	
crossed	the	Rubicon	river	in	his	quest	to	sieze	Rome	by	military	force.	Like	any	historical	saying,	it	is	unknown	
whether	or	not	whether	he	actually	said	this,	but	the	quote	has	nonetheless	become	an	iconic	phrase	when	
speaking	about	dramatic	doom.	"The	Die	has	been	cast,	your	fate	is	sealed.	Sucks	to	be	you."	However,	the	quote	
on	its	own	is	rather	ambiguous	in	tone.	It	is	often	taken	as	some	sort	of	Shakespearean	knife	twist,	but	it	can	just
as	easily	be	a	motivating	statement.	Another	opportunity	to	strive	and	succeed.	

					When	this	work	was	commissioned,	it	was	originally	for	oboe,	two	clarinets,	two	trumpets,	and	bassoon,	a	
rather	esoteric	combination	to	say	the	least.	However,	I	soon	found	a	unique	martial	quality	in	two	trumpets,	and	
a	unique	tone	in	planed	reeds	that	called	to	mind	Mediterranean	woodwinds	like	the	Greek	tibia.	Thus,	with	
theming	decided,	I	continued,	only	to	find	the	piece	wrenching	itself	into	something	new.	The	whole	tone	
doom-and-gloom	quality	of	the	first	theme	directly	inspired	by	the	original	quote	seemed	to	reject	its	own	nature,	
leading	me	towards	a	secondary	theme	of	emotive	quality.	It	was	there	that	I	found	a	new	perspective.	

					This	is	not	a	work	about	the	titular	quote,	rather	a	rebuttal.	It	represents	(or	at	least	I	hope	it	does)	a	very	
human	nature	to	reject	fate,	both	through	indomitable	spirit	and	strength	(represented	in	the	trumpet	call	in	
Theme	A),	as	well	as	beauty	and	emotions	(in	the	flute-led	Theme	B).	

The	dice	of	fate	may	have	been	cast,	but	we	don't	know	what	it	says,	and	what's	life	without	some	adventure?		
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Flute	1

Flute	2

Oboe

Trumpet	in	B♭	1

Trumpet	in	B♭	2

Clarinet	in	B♭	1

Clarinet	in	B♭	2

Bassoon

Tuba

Snare	Drum

      
 

          
          

















  
  
  

 
  
  

  
  

 
   

    
  

      
   

   
  

   
     

     
     

 
 


 




 
 




 
 

With	an	Anthemic	Drive		=	60

soli

soli



 

 


 



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7

Fl.	1

Fl.	2

Ob.

Tpt.	in	B♭	1

Tpt.	in	B♭	2

Cl.	in	B♭	1

Cl.	in	B♭	2

Bsn.

Tba.

SD

  
   

  
 



 
 


  


    
          

           
     

      
  

















 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 


  

   
   

   
  
  

    
    

 
    
   


 

 




11

dim.

dim.



 
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14

Fl.	1

Fl.	2

Ob.

Tpt.	in	B♭	1

Tpt.	in	B♭	2

Cl.	in	B♭	1

Cl.	in	B♭	2

Bsn.

Tba.

SD

 


   
  

         
   

    
  

 

 

    
    

            
     

     
             

              
      

  


















 


 




 
 
 



  
 

  
    
   

   
  


   

  








 


 


rit.







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20

Fl.	1

Fl.	2

Ob.

Tpt.	in	B♭	1

Tpt.	in	B♭	2

Cl.	in	B♭	1

Cl.	in	B♭	2

Bsn.

Tba.

Trgl.



 



   

 


  
       

          
     

                                        
   

















 
    

  
   

  
   

   



 


 


 


 



More	Levity		=	7220

To	Triangle

dim.

dim.

 
 





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27

Fl.	1

Fl.	2

Ob.

Tpt.	in	B♭	1

Tpt.	in	B♭	2

Cl.	in	B♭	1

Cl.	in	B♭	2

Bsn.

Tba.

Trgl.

   
 


 

     



  
     

        
       

                      
           

         
                      

          

















  
  

  
   

  

  

     
    

  

 
 








 
 




31 
 

   
  
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33

Fl.	1

Fl.	2

Ob.

Tpt.	in	B♭	1

Tpt.	in	B♭	2

Cl.	in	B♭	1

Cl.	in	B♭	2

Bsn.

Tba.

Trgl.


 

 
  

 
 

 
 





  
   

    

          
           

         
          

          
          

                 
       

   

















  
   

  
   

   
 

   
      

   
   

 
 
  

  


  




 




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38

Fl.	1

Fl.	2

Ob.

Tpt.	in	B♭	1

Tpt.	in	B♭	2
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